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If the reader derives half the pleasure from the perusal

of these verses which I have found in writing them I shall

be more than satisfied.

To express oneself is always a joy, and added to this

enjoyment I have had the loving encouragement of those

whose opinions I value most highly, my dear brothers.

Many of these verses are so personal it would seem

almost presumptuous to expect them to be interesting to

the general reader, but, after all, humanity is only a large

family with the same joys and the same sorrows, and what

comes from the heart of one usually finds a response in

in the heart of another. It is with this hope that 1 give

this little book to the public.

NANCY PARKER.
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«« mother's Consistency ««

MY mother, God bless her, is reverent and good,

She deplores this fast living of ours

And says that the folks of to-day, if they could,

Would usurp God's own place and his powers.

Electricity, mother says, may be all right,

But they carry these new things too far:

"My dear, will you turn on this Edison light?

This lamp's not as bright as a star."

"I've been wanting to see you this whole blessed day.

For here I've been sitting alone,

But then when you need it that's always the way.

There's something goes wrong with the 'phone."

"I'm not very well, I've a pain in my side.

Elevators need constant repairs.

Ours is no exception, nobody can ride.

And I'm not used to walking up stairs."

"What's that you are saying, you just heard to-night,

Your brother, my dear son, is sick!

Good gracious! Don't think that I meant you to write.

But send him a telegram quick!"

"And tell him I'm taking the 'Lightning Express,*

That won't make a stop on the way;

Be sure that you give him that Doctor's address

Whose specialty is the X-ray.

"Now, don't stop to bother about how I feel,

But help me get ready to go.

And say, can't you ring for an automobile?

Those street cars run dreadfully slow!

"If I just reach the station I'll never complain,

Some berths are equipped now, I s^e.

So a person can telephone right from the train;

Please have them reserve one for me."
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